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                        Mr. Wren
Zoology 325

Course Outline
Objectives:

· To present and explain major zoological concepts that are fundamental to the study of living organisms. The field of biology is an enormous one, and new information is added daily. 
· To engage students actively in the processes of learning and doing biology.
· For each student to develop habits of good observation skills, gathering data and arriving at intelligent conclusions based on their observations.
· To develop problem solving skills.
Course Topics:

•
Demonstrate effective implementation of scientific habits. 

•
Apply knowledge of the nature of science, scientific methodology, and historical context to solve problems, and employ safe and effective use of laboratory technologies. 

•
Demonstrate use of relevant terminology. 

•
Demonstrate knowledge of the relationship between animal structure and function.

•
Demonstrate understanding of phylogenetic relationships within the animal kingdom and use a taxonomic key for animal identification. 

•
Compare and contrast the anatomy and physiology of representative invertebrates and vertebrates. 

•
Demonstrate understanding of mechanisms (e.g., hormonal neurological, environmental) influencing animal behavior. 

•
Compare and contrast reproduction and development of animals representing diverse taxa. 

•
Demonstrate knowledge of the relationship between animals and their ecosystems. 

•
Demonstrate knowledge of the importance of various animals to humans. 

•
Demonstrate understanding of the connections of zoology with technology, society, and the environment.

PLEASE NOTE.
This course involves an in depth study of many groups of animals that many people would not consider cute and cuddly. We will not be petting bunnies and braiding ponies manes! There is an expectation that students will assist with the care and maintenance of animals that are studied throughout the year. Students are also expected to handle, observe and study live, dead and preserved specimens. In many instances, this may require students to study animals in their natural environment. If you are uncomfortable with any of these expectations, please see me ASAP

Academic and Behavior Expectations 

· In addition to high academic expectations expected here at EGHS you are also expected to behave properly. 

· You are expected to follow all conduct policies outlined in your student handbook. 
· Beyond those conduct policies I also expect:

· This classroom is based on mutual respect, therefore: Be respectful to me, to fellow classmates and to all animal specimens we study throughout the semester. 
· Follow all classroom procedures.

· Be prepared (bring pen, pencil, paper, etc., study) 

· Students are expected to keep a well-organized notebook complete with notes, assignments and other handouts.  

There will be a many times throughout the semester that assignments will be outside.  Appropriate dress is expected. I will try to announce those days ahead of time.
Assessment:

· The following forms of evaluations will be used to determine each quarter grade.  A final, cumulative exam is required of all students and will comprise 20 % of the final grade.

· Assessments

            

60%

· Classwork/Labwork/Participation 
40%

